
Dennis Derenkov 12F Mr. Hines English. Waiting for Godot.

There is nothing funnier than unhappyness. To what extent and in what ways can ‘Waiting for Godot’ be described as a tragicomedy?

In this paper i will talk about if ‘Waiting for Godot’ a tradegy a comedy or both. The quote ‘There is nothing funnier than unhappyness’ is a direct reference to black comedy. For example when one of the main characters Estragon has terrible nightmares and he wakes up, he prefers the nightmares instead of real life. The moral reason to that is that Estragon has no goal to live for and is handicapped, so basically this poor tragic character lives in a unhappyness which is relevant to the concept of ‘funny’, meaning he lives in a comedy world! 

To my understanding the concept of ‘waiting’ in the play is tragic.  The endless waiting  could be considered as a culmination of the tragic part of the text.  Nothing happens, Nothing will happen. This idea is seen through out the two acts and does not happen. Element of absurdity is linked with the tragic ideas. For example the end of Lucky’s speech was highly offending to the education because of the direct reference to death/tradegy ‘...on the skull, the skull, the skull, the skull in Connemara’.

Two main characters ‘Estragon and Vladimir’ are both tragic and comic charecters. Tragic because of the endless waiting which the characters are experiencing.  At the same time Waiting for godot can be described as a comedy, because the structure of the play is based on black comedy.  Two more characters are introduced to the play, Lucky and Pozzo, Lucky being the slave of his master Pozzo. Comic black humour is present when for example in act two Estragon and Vladimir decide whether to let Pozzo die or to help him. 

Vladimir: I’m afraid he is dying

Estragon: It’d be amusing.

Vladimir: What’d be amusing

Estragon: to try with other names,...

Estragons first phraze shows the black humour since the idea of Pozzo dying was found to be amuzing by Estragon. Thats just another proof that the play is comic but in the second phraze Estragon is shown with a misunderstanding weakness, which makes him both comic and tragic character.  

This passage clearly states the black humour and irony which Beckett structured the play with which makes the character Estragon a comic character, mainly for his loss of memory and his absurd adoption to the environment around him for example he acts really odd in act 2 when Vladimir is trying to explain to him what happened yesterday:

Vladimir: And Pozzo? And Lucky? (remember)

Estragon: Pozzo?

Vladimir: The bones

Estragon: They were like fish bones

Vladimir: It was Pozzo gave them to you

Estragon: I dont know

Vladimir: And the kick?

Estragon: That’s right, someone gave me a kick

Vladimir: Is it possible you've forgotten already?
Estragon: That's the way I am. Either I forget immediately or I never forget.
Vladimir: And Pozzo and Lucky, have you forgotten them too?
Estragon: Pozzo and Lucky?
Vladimir: He's forgotten everything!

In order for a play to be a tradegy, the main character must be unhappy and have a weakness, and in Waiting for Godot that is the case. Estragon has a problem with his shoes, they hurt him and he has a loss of memory. Vladimir also has a problem with memory but not as big  as Estragons. The two main characters Estragon and Vladimir are locked in a cycle of repetition. Which makes it a tragic play.  They are locked and have no aims in there lives. They can not leave the scene since they are supposed to ‘Wait for Godot’. And the absurdity is ‘Why are they waiting for Godot? Godot is the key to living for the two main characters. They even had suicidal thoughts but the idea of waiting saved their lives, so basically there is a point of living’

Estragon: What about hanging ourselves? 

Vladimir: Hmm. It'd give us an erection. 

Estragon: (highly excited). An erection! 


Beckett uses the randomness in this passage Many elements of the play fit with the tragic part of the book like ‘offstage fighting’. That is just another example of a tragic character  

Vladimir: And they didn't beat you? 

Estragon: Beat me? Certainly they beat me. 

Vladimir: The same lot as usual? 

Estragon: The same? I don't know

